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October 16, 2016 
 
 
Sermon Series: Bold Prayer 
 
Subtitle: Bold Prayer can be Chosen 
 
 
Today as we continue emphasizing bold prayer, I hope to again convey, that there is but 
one way to experience the mighty power of God, and that one way, is defined as faith or 
trust. 
 
As we stand for the reading of God’s Word, 
 
A new bride cooked her first meal for her husband.  “my mother taught me to cook and I 
can cook two things well.  Apple pie and meatloaf. 
 
The newly married man, who hadn’t fully understood the power of his choices, replied 
without fully thinking through his words, said, 
 
So… which one is this?” 
 
I imagine that his choice of words improved over time. 
 
 
 
From Colossians 2: we will read the passage of scripture that shows how we can choose 
to trust the mighty power of God, that raised Jesus from the dead. 
 
When we make that choice we have new life, and that choice can also bring healing, 
restoration, and is the basis for all bold prayer 
 
See if you can notice the past tenses in this passage, and the present tense choice that 
every human being must make and continually make. 
 

Colossians 2:12 For you were buried with Christ when you were baptized. And with 

him you were raised to new life because you trusted the mighty power of God, who 

raised Christ from the dead. 

13 You were dead because of your sins and because your sinful nature was not yet cut 

away. Then God made you alive with Christ, for he forgave all our sins. 14 He canceled 

the record of the charges against us and took it away by nailing it to the cross. 1 5In this 
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way, he disarmed the spiritual rulers and authorities. He shamed them publicly by his 

victory over them on the cross. 

16 So don’t let anyone condemn you 
 
The Word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Prayer: 
 
 
It has been a week. 
 
Sunday afternoon, as Lydia’s friends were arriving for her American Ninja Warrior party, 
one of her friend’s moms told her as she let her off at the door. 
 
“Now make bad choices, and I will pick you up later.” 
 
I really like all of Lydia’s friends and their parents.   
 
Choices are the topic of today’s message on bold prayer. 
 
Additionally, this week also had some other news and happenings. 
 
Nationals are out of the playoff’s, politics are causing many to become distracted, many 
are rebuilding after the floods and damage from Hurricane Matthew, and one of the 
bright spots was the Nobel Peace Prize of literature to Bob Dylan.  My own personal 
favorite, as a poet, prophet to his generation. 
 
Wrote about choices and the outcomes of those choices in songs like a rolling stone that 
spoke of choices.  He wrote about choices in a Slow Train Coming, and like a prophet 
spoke of what was coming down the bend.  He wrote of choices in a song, with a potent 
lyric, you may serve the devil or you may serve the Lord, but you gotta serve somebody. 
 
Today, we speak of choices. 
 
A good friend, and co-worker with Brenda shared her testimony at the Minister’s Retreat. 
A key component was this. 
 
She said, she had been diagnosed with cancer four different times, and is currently being 
treated for the most recent diagnosis. 
 
In the context of cancer and cancer treatments, no husband, recently married son, while in 
prayer, she felt the Lord tell her what the book of Colossians is trying to get us to focus in 
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on. 
 
She felt the Lord tell her to “Trust Me” 
 
Trust Me, 
 
And… then she did what must be done.  She chose to trust. 
 
The word of the Lord came, and she chose to add her agreement to God’s will for her life. 
 
God’s will is to be agreed with and chosen and it remains our will to choose. 
 

Col. 2: 12 you were raised to new life because you trusted the mighty power of God, 

who raised Christ from the dead. 
 
 
Repeat: You were raised to new life “because you trusted” 
 
What does it look like for you to completely “trust” the mighty power of God? 
 
So, let us have a conversation for a moment. 
 
In our setting, we have the benefit of having the ability to converse in a sanctuary setting, 
and learn from one another’s experience with trusting in God. 
 
AS you feel comfortable let us all speak out with a phrase.   
 
What would it feel like for you to choose to completely trust the mighty power of God, 
who raised Jesus from the dead? 
 
(use flip chart) 
 
 
Trusting the mighty power of God, who raised Jesus from the dead is very important, 
because there are many uncertainties in this life. 
 
 
There are many uncertainties in this life.  The uncertainties of this life far outweigh the 
certainties of this life. 
 
Every generation has required trusting in the mighty power of God, who raised Jesus 
from the dead, to overcome the uncertainties of life, and so will we. 
 
Every generation and person must wrestle to the ground, what is certain and what is 



	 4	

uncertain.  
 
As Americans, we would hope that our constitution that binds the constitutional republic 
together would be certain. 
 
However, 
 
When told the constitution would be certain, Benjamin Franklin had this astute 
observation. 
 
What is Certain in this life? 
 
(Picture of Benjamin Franklin) 
 
Benjamin Franklin wrote in a 1789 letter that “Our new Constitution is now established, 
and has an appearance that promises permanency; but in this world nothing can be said to 
be certain, except death and taxes.” 
 
His view, was the constitution of the republic, was not certain, but only death and taxes 
were certain. 
 
Some still hold to the view that death and taxes are certain. 
 
Let us talk about taxes as being certain. 
 
Is it possible for a person, a corporation, and a congregation to pay no taxes? 
 
 
We, the congregation of VAOG, pay taxes on the unrelated business income that is 
generated by the parking lot.  What improvements we make on the parking lot, that 
amount is deducted from the taxes. 
 
It is possible to do so much improvements on the parking lot, that we pay no taxes. 
 
We, as a congregation are 501 C3 Tax Exempt organization.  The income, other than 
parking lot related income is not taxed. 
 
So, taxes are not certain. 
 
How about death?  Is death certain for every human being? 
 
Was it certain for Elijah?  Consider looking it up, and coming to a conclusion about the 
certainty of death. 
 
It is also possible, one day that Jesus will come again, and catch away before physical 
death, the living that are in Christ.   
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1 Thessalonians 4 speaks to this reality that death is not certain for everyone. 
 
16For the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a commanding shout, with the 
voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet call of God. First, the believers who have 
died will rise from their graves. 17Then, together with them,  
we who are still alive and remain on the earth will be caught up in the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the air. Then we will be with the Lord forever.  
18So encourage each other with these words. 
 
 
FYI:  Signs of the soon return of Jesus are (in my view, and opinion) being more and 
more obvious and repetitive.     
 
I know there may be angst and weariness of being manipulated by preachers regarding 
the rapture of the church, but, the fact remains, that the blessed hope of the church is that 
“we who are still alive and remain, could experience the rapture. 
 
 
Be encouraged: Death and taxes are not absolute certainties for all people. 
 
The Constitution of the Constitutional Republic of the United States may not be certain. 
 
Death may not be certain, 
 
Taxes may not be certain. 
 
Our health may not be certain. 
 
Our job may not be certain. 
 
The Psalmist wrote that mountains may shake, the earth may tremble, and what appears 
as certain as a mountain of rock, or the earth itself, may tremble and change.  The ground 
we walk on is not certain. 
 
The bonds of marriage, sealed with a vow, is not certain, as my three brothers 
experienced in 1970 as our parents divorced. 
 
The childhood home, located on land owned by the Federal Govt., and protected by a 
vow, would certainly be certain as a place that would live perpetually, as a place to go 
and take our kids and grand kids back to see.  That property has now been sold, and is no 
longer available to tour.   
 
Brenda and I were both born in Florida. Our home state was hammered with hurricane 
Michael.  Kennedy Space Center was placed along a particular part of the Florida coast 
because historically, the prevailing winds, was certain that a hurricane could never hit 
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that part of the coast. 
 
What was certain is now, not a certainty. 
 
The list is very, very long, of what is uncertain in this life. 
 
Here is some reality, that each of us, young and old alike, must come to terms with. 
 
No one can tell you, what is certain. 
 
You must come to your own conclusion of what is certain in this life. 
 
For… if our trust is in anything, or anyone, or any situation, it will be tested. 
 
You could avoid a falling away from a relationship with God, if you could wrestle down, 
what is certain in this life. 
 
My own little view is there is only one absolute certainty for all human beings, or human 
becoming’s.   
 
Choices. 
 
Everything else can be stripped away, stolen, robbed, and even killed. 
 
What remains, is our choices. 
 
It is referred to as the free will of all humans.  It is the gift of the creator to bestow upon 
us the right to choose.  
 
 
We all have choices we can make. Or not make. 
 
Instead of thinking we are what we eat or drink, or that our identities are tied to what we 
do, the better way to think is,  
 
we are what we choose. 
 
There are many aspects of God, that may seem uncertain during storms of life. 
 
Be encouraged to become absolutely convinced of a few attributes of God that you are 
absolutely certain about. 
 
 
The very first human beings, or human becoming’s, were given the right to choose.  
Certainly, eternal life would remain a certainty for them.   
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Certainly, the Garden of Eden would be a certainty for them.   
 
Certainly, when given the choice to freely eat of every tree in the Garden of Eden, except 
one, little ole fruit tree, they would certainly have exercised their right to choose in a 
trusting way? 
 
Show apple.  I really hope it wasn’t an apple tree, because, our Virginia Apples are pretty 
good, but it most likely was a visual delight, whatever fruit tree it was. 
 
Certainly, love would dominate their choices and they would always choose love of God 
over anything or anyone else.   
 
Adam and Eve chose right in many areas, but they also chose wrongly, and ate of the 
tree, of one tree they were told not to eat of. 
 
Their really bad choice wasn’t equalized by all their other good choices, and by one 
really bad choice they experienced the consequences of that choice. 
 
What if today, you could enter into bold prayer that springs forth from your free will, 
realizing that you have a role to play in your life?  That role is limited, that role is 
specific, and that role is not about pious self-control, or weird spiritual experiences such 
as worship of angels. 
 
So what is that role that we must make to have bold prayers that transform? 
 
 
I hope your answer is putting YOUR trust in the God who is all-powerful and 
empowering, who raised Jesus from the dead.   
 
A: Accept the fact that you need and want a relationship with God, through Christ Jesus. 
 
John 10: 10,11 
 

 My purpose is to give them a rich and satisfying life. 

11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd sacrifices his life for the sheep. 
 
Jesus’ purpose was to give us “a rich and satisfying life.” 
 
 
Trust, have faith in, believe that purpose for your life and refuse to accept anything else.   
 
B: Believe and confess that since God raised Jesus from the dead that he can raise you up 
as well.  
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Romans 10: 
 
9If you openly declare that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him 
from the dead, you will be saved.10For it is by believing in your heart that you are made 
right with God, and it is by openly declaring your faith that you are saved. 
 
Then,  
C: Confess that belief, openly, publically, and more importantly privately, in your self-
talk. 
 
Confess the Lordship of Christ, publically, and privately over any and every thing and 
person, and personality.  Overcome fear, overcome being ashamed of Jesus, and 
overcome being ashamed to invite someone to this body of Christ. 
 
Early in the sermon I shared the testimony of Becky Pucher.   
 
If asked, she would say, she trusted God, but in the midst of her battles with cancer, even 
she needed the gentle reminder and gentle nudge of the Holy Spirit, to exercise her 
choices, to fully, and completely trust in the mighty power of God, who raised Jesus from 
the dead. 
 
What will be your decision, about what and who is certain in this life? 
 
What will be the exercise of your free will with the glorious gift of making a choice be? 
 
 
Altar call and prayer 
 
 


